
I recall my oldest brother looking at his two toddler sons struggle over something, saying, “Little kids have it rough: they’re short, 

they can’t talk, they don’t have any money and they can’t drive.” In a modern culture that prizes strength, listens only to the loud-

est voices, and views wealth and materialism as the ultimate goals, it was his view that small children were particularly disadvan-

taged. Those little boys are now adults with families of their own, but their father’s lighthearted comment still rings true in a day 

when ethicists and abortion advocates endlessly debate the imaginary point when helpless children attain “personhood” – and be 

given the “car keys” that will allow them the right to live.  

Matthew records a time when the disciples argued over who would be the greatest in the Kingdom of Heaven. Jesus drew a child 

from the crowd and replied, “…Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom 

of heaven. Therefore, whoever takes the lowly position of this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. And whoever wel-

comes one such child in my name welcomes me.” Matt. 18:3-5. This surely would have confused and frustrated them in the same 

way Jesus perplexed Nicodemus by telling him that “no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born again." Jn. 3:3 

In the first-century Roman Empire, children were not considered full persons possessed of souls. They were the property of their 

father, and not even that until their father declared it so. If they remained unacknowledged after birth, their lot would be abandon-

ment and death by exposure, or a life of slavery.  The Hebrews appeared to place a greater value on their children, but more as 

family assets – sons to preserve the family name and property and daughters to make advantageous marriages to expand the fami-

ly fortunes – rather than as persons in their own right.  

First-century Roman, Greek and Hebrew cultures alike socially “cancelled” children. Their lives and identities were completely de-

pendent on what their family, culture and social status declared them to be – otherwise, they were non-existent. They were with-

out inherent value and were neither seen nor considered by those in social power. For the disciples to hear their rabbi tell them to 

adopt the humiliating status of children would be not only confusing, but also insulting. 

But Jesus is not finished. He goes on to warn, “If anyone causes one of these little ones—those who believe in me—to stumble, it 

would be better for them to have a large millstone hung around their neck and to be drowned in the depths of the sea…See that 

you do not despise one of these little ones. For I tell you that their angels in heaven always see the face of my Father in heaven.” 

Matt.18:6, 10. 

Bible commentators write that drowning by millstone was a capital punishment practiced by the Syrians, Romans, Macedonians, 

and the Greeks. It was reserved for the worst criminals, especially those guilty of sacrilege. It was particularly despised as a manner 

of death because there was no possibility of burial rites in preparation for the afterlife. Drowning by millstone meant not only physi-

cal death, but also removed any hope for eternal life. Drowning by millstone was the ultimate “cancellation.”  

Jesus is warning that his Father views the abuse of innocent children as a sacrilege that neither escapes heaven’s notice, nor will 

remain unpunished – and that the punishment for the unrepentant will not only include cancellation of the hope of eternal life, but 

something unimaginably worse. At the same time, he is making it clear that heaven is not for the “great,” but instead is reserved for 

the humble and lowly. Far better for the powerful and ambitious to “cancel” themselves in this life, to identify as, and imitate the 

humility of children – the ones they considered soulless – in order to preserve the hope of retaining their own souls for heaven.   

Pray for those who presume to judge the personhood of the unborn, that they might cease and repent of their advocacy of death 

for those whose lives are held sacred by Christ Jesus. 

1. Pray at least twice a week using the Life Support 

Prayer Calendar. We encourage at least once in the 

hearing of other Christians. 

2. Encourage other individuals in your congregation to 

join in the Life Support Prayer ministry. Notify PPL of 

those who are interested in making the 

commitment. 

3. Encourage public prayers by the church for the 

efforts to protect preborn children and for the care 

of their mothers and families. 

4. As you are led, renew your commitment yearly.  

We know that the seasons of your life change. 

If you are unable to continue your commitment to 

PPL’s prayer team, please contact us and we will 

remove you from these mailings. 

mailto:ppl@ppl.org
http://www.ppl.org


MAY 

MAY 2-8 

Psalm 78:5-7 (NIV) 

1. Pray asking God to assist us in teaching our children God’s 

statutes, his great love, mercy, and his grace in Jesus Christ. 

2. Pray that God will protect the lives of those yet unborn so 

they will live to hear of God’s salvation and believe in Jesus, 

God’s Son, as their Savior. 

MAY 9-15 

Matthew 18:1-4 (ESV) 

1. Pray that God will create in you a heart with child-like trust in 

God, humble and joyfully obedient. 

2. Pray for God to work in the lives of mothers and others in the 

church who teach children and youth that they may be guided 

by God with humble reliance on Him giving glory to Him alone. 

3. Pray for the PPL Board as they meet Thursday, May 13. 

MAY 16-22 

Matthew 18:5-6 (ESV) 

1. Pray for parents and members of Presbyterian & Reformed 

churches to welcome children as an “heritage from the Lord,” to 

diligently protect their innocence, and value each as a person. 

2. Pray God will guide those passionate about protecting life into 

quiet wisdom and compassionate grace as they equip and en-

gage members of their congregation for life ministry. 

MAY 23-29 

Matthew 18:7-8 (MSG) 

1. Pray for God’s Holy Spirit and the heavenly hosts to do battle 

with those who seek to involve children in sexual immorality. 

2. Ask God to empower teachers, parents, and congregations to 

equip and encourage children in the faith so they may stand 

against evil and find safe harbor in the family of God. 

MAY 30 – JUN  

Matthew 18:10-11 (NRSV) 

1. Praise God for his heart of love and protection toward chil-

dren. Ask for his blessing on VBS programs this summer. 

JUNE 

MAY 30 – JUN 5 (Cont.) 

2. Pray for PPL Life teams in churches to have wisdom 

and endurance to educate, exhort, and live as examples 

so that congregations will see their “little ones” as per-

sons precious to God—including those yet unborn.  

JUN 6-12 

Matthew 18:12-14 (NIV) 

1. Praise God for his care of the least and lost ones—he 

seeks and rescues all who will believe in Jesus Christ. 

2. Pray for pro-life ministries in our congregations are 

willing to do whatever it takes to save human lives and 

bring  good news of God’s salvation to those they serve. 

3. Pray for the PPL Board as they meet June 10. 

JUN 13-19 

Matthew 18:15-17 (NRSV) 

1. Join Jesus in prayer for the church to be one as he and 

the Father are one (John 17). 

2. Ask God to help you, for your part, to act according to 

the pattern described in scripture. Pray to consistently 

love our brothers and sisters in Christ who are silent or 

apathetic about the plight of the unborn. 

JUN 20-26 

Matthew 18:18-20 (ESV) 

1. Pray boldly in the Holy Spirit asking God to bind the 

evil forces destroying life and family: sexual immorality, 

abortion, suicide, addiction, pornography and more. 

2. Ask God to loose repentance, love, acknowledgement 

of the Lordship of Jesus Christ, compassion, respect for 

life, and healing in our congregations and communities. 

3. Pray for Fathers to discipline their children with wis-

dom and love so that they may easily believe in God as 

the Good, Good, Father. 

4. Pray for Deborah Hollifield as she travels and repre-

sents PPL at the Evangelical Presbyterian General As-

sembly, Memphis, TN 

JULY 

JUN 27 – JUL 3 

Matthew 18:21-22 (MSG) 

1. Pray that in the spiritual battle surrounding abortion, God 

will give you a heart of compassion and a backbone of steel as 

you take up His armor and champion human life. 

2. Pray for Deborah Hollifield, PPL Executive Director, as she 

travels and presents a seminar at the Presbyterian Church in 

America General Assembly in St. Louis, MO. 

JUL 4-10 

Matthew 18:23-35 (ESV) 

1. Thank God for forgiving your sins through Jesus Christ.  

2. Ask God to show you any person from whom you have with-

held forgiveness. Pray for courage to extend forgiveness and 

restore the relationship to His glory. 

3. Pray for the PPL Board as the meet Thursday, July 8. 

JUL 11-17 

Matthew 19:3-6 (NRSV) 

1. Pray for marriages—especially within the church—to be 

true to God’s plan for two to become one flesh.  

2. Ask God to help Christian married couples to be reflections 

of Christ’s relationship with his bride, the Church. 

JUL 18-24 

Matthew 19:7-9 (MSG) 

1. Pray that God’s people will choose marriage over co-

habitation and will not divorce even though the law permits it. 

Plead with God to bless children by strengthening marriages. 

2. Pray for our national leaders to legislate in a way that pro-

motes life and protects the most vulnerable. 

JUL 25-31 

Matthew 19:10-12 (MSG) 

1. Give thanks to God for the state of your life. Whether mar-

ried or single pray to be content and to glorify God. 

2. Pray for those hurt by abortion to know God’s forgiveness, 

restoration and healing.  

AUGUST 

AUG 1-7 

Matthew 19:13-15 (NIV) 

1. Pray for children to be invited into worship and allowed to 

contribute to the body in acts of service, participation in wor-

ship, and welcomed whenever the congregation gathers. 

2. Pray for married couples to welcome children into their fami-

lies, a lively witness of God’s relationship to us as his children. 

AUG 8-14 

Matthew 19:16-21 (ESV) 

1. Thank God for his gift of grace in the saving acts of Jesus.  

2. Ask God to fill you with his Holy Spirit. Pray to yield to his 

workmanship in readiness to do good works he has prepared 

for you to do. (Eph. 2:10). 

3. Pray for the PPL Board as they meet Thursday, August 12. 

AUG 15-21 

Matthew 19:22-26 (NIV) 

1. Pray asking God to purge your heart of idolatries that hinder 

you from total surrender to the Lordship of Jesus Christ. 

2. Ask God to help you see idolatries that prevent congregations 

from being active champions of human life and pray for him to 

do the impossible work to make commitment to Christ and to 

life ministry possible in their lives. 

AUG 22-28 

Matthew 19:27-30 (ESV) 

1. Ask God to purify your heart from motivations that seek an 

earthly reward to joyfully serve out of love for Christ alone. 

2. Pray for God’s blessing on PPL and life teams in Presbyterian 

and Reformed congregations that they would flourish and grow. 

AUG 29 – SEP 4 

I Peter 2:1-5 (NRSV) 

1. Pray for pro-life Christians to grow into salvation, with pure 

motives and sincere hearts, champions of human life fearing 

only God and humbly serving him. 

2. Pray for God’s people to share with those in need. 


